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STATEMENT   
ZPP GRAVELY CONCERNED ABOUT INCREASE IN CASES OF VIOLENCE 

5 June 2014 
 

 
The ZPP has observed with grave concern various episodes of recent violent skirmishes in Epworth, 
Budiriro and other various parts of the country, these should be condemned with the contempt they 
deserve. 
 
The recent violent response by members of the Johanne Masowe weChishanu apostolic sect in 
Budiriro to law enforcement agents last week is an unacceptable behaviour and should be condemned 
in the strongest terms. The parties to this conflict should have found other non-violent means of 
dealing with the issue. ZPP is also equally concerned by the allegations of domestic violence against 
girls and women in this church and calls upon the matter to be investigated and the culprits brought to 
book. 
 
As if that was not enough, Zanu PF youths on Monday raided the shrine in the company of police 
officers and destroyed the remains of the shrine. While the violent behaviour of the members of the 
apostolic sect cannot be condoned, the Zanu PF youths should not take the law into their own hands in 
the name of solidarity with the nine police officers and two journalists who were affected by the 
violence of last Friday. This turn of events has the potential of breeding lawlessness in the country. 

While citizens are allowed to exercise the right to self-determination, the right to peaceful assembly 
and freedom of expression, these should be exercised in a manner that does not infringe on other 
people’s rights. 

While the country is basking in the relatively peacefulness of the July 31 harmonised elections, inter 
and intra party political violence incidents have continued to be recorded throughout the country. The 
violence that erupted in Epworth leaving many injured and homes burnt is one case in point. 

The ZPP calls on all political parties in Zimbabwe to respect the rule of the law, freedom of 
association and assembly and to embrace the spirit of tolerance which are the hallmarks of 
democracy. We also call upon the police to exercise their peacekeeping and law enforcement role in a 
professional and non-partisan manner, by arresting all perpetrators regardless of their political party 
affiliation. 

These violent episodes highlight the need for action to counter the devastating toll they have on our 
society. It is time for all Zimbabweans to have an honest and frank discussion on reducing both the 
tendency and capacity for violence in our society.  

In light of continued human rights violations reported over the past two months the ZPP calls for the 
speedy operationalisation of independent commissions that are meant to support and entrench human 
rights and democracy in Zimbabwe such as the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission and the 
National Peace and Reconciliation Commission to deal with these emerging issues of concern. 

Ends// 


